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Paul was a Grade 10 student who often needed more time to read than 

everyone else. The words on the page sometimes seemed to move in ways he could 

not easily follow. Letters could appear confusing, familiar words could suddenly 

become difficult, and reading aloud in front of the class could turn into a struggle. Paul 

had dyslexia, a learning difference that made reading and spelling more challenging 

for him. 

Unfortunately, not everyone understood. Some of his classmates laughed 

whenever he stumbled over a word. Others imitated the way he read or whispered 

jokes whenever he was asked to read in front of the class. What began as occasional 

teasing slowly became something Paul had learned to expect. He often returned to his 

seat quietly, pretending that the laughter did not hurt. But it did. 

Paul sometimes wondered why something as simple as reading seemed easy 

for everyone else but difficult for him. He studied longer than many of his classmates, 

practiced unfamiliar words repeatedly, and sometimes stayed awake at night 

reviewing his lessons. Yet even after all his effort, mistakes still happened. Still, Paul 

never allowed his struggles to make him unkind. 

He was the student who shared his notes with classmates who had been 

absent. He helped carry books for teachers when their hands were full. He lent his 

pencils to classmates who forgot theirs and quietly helped younger students find their 

classrooms. Even those who had laughed at him sometimes received his help. His 

kindness confused some people because they wondered why he continued to help 

those who had embarrassed him. Paul never thought much about it. He simply knew 

what it felt like to struggle, and he did not want anyone else to feel alone. 

One morning, their English teacher assigned a reading activity. Each student 

was asked to read a short passage aloud and answer questions afterward. As the 

teacher called the names one by one, Paul's hands grew cold. He knew his turn would 

come. When his name was finally called, he stood slowly and walked to the front of 

the room. 

Paul looked at the page and took a breath. The first sentence was difficult, and 

he paused. A few students began to laugh. Paul continued. He mispronounced 

another word, and more laughter followed. For a moment, he wanted to sit down and 

disappear. 

Then he remembered how much he had practiced. He remembered the hours 

he had spent reading, the words he had written repeatedly in his notebook, and every 

time he had tried again after making a mistake. So he continued, slowly and carefully, 

one sentence at a time. When he reached the end, the classroom became quiet. Paul 

had finished. His reading had not been perfect, but he had not given up. 

mailto:hadijabakilan1@gmail.com


2026 Volume 2 Issue 2 

 

 

 

His teacher smiled and asked him to return to his seat. That afternoon, 

something unexpected happened. One of the classmates who had laughed at him 

approached him after class. The student had always struggled with mathematics and 

had an upcoming examination. He quietly asked Paul for help. 

Paul could have walked away. Instead, he stayed. They sat together and 

reviewed the lessons. Paul explained each problem patiently, even when his 

classmate made the same mistake several times. He never laughed. He never made 

him feel embarrassed. By the end of their study session, the student finally understood 

the lesson. 

It was then that the student realized something about Paul. Paul had been 

struggling too, yet somehow, he had learned how to make someone else feel capable 

while carrying his own difficulties. 

The following weeks were different. The laughter became less frequent. Some 

students began to understand that Paul's difficulty with reading did not mean he was 

unintelligent. In fact, his determination often inspired them to work harder on their own 

challenges. 

Paul still made mistakes. He still needed more time to read. There were still 

days when words seemed difficult and frustration became heavy. But he no longer 

saw those struggles as proof that he was incapable. They were simply part of his 

journey. 

At the end of the school year, Paul's teacher asked the class to write about the 

greatest lesson they had learned. Paul thought about it carefully. He could have written 

about perseverance, courage, or education. Instead, he wrote about kindness. 

He wrote about how people never truly know what another person is carrying. 

Someone who appears slow may be fighting a battle that others cannot see. Someone 

who makes mistakes may be trying harder than anyone realizes. Sometimes, the 

strongest person in the room is not the one who never struggles. It is the one who 

struggles and still chooses to be kind. 

Paul closed his notebook and looked around the classroom. For a long time, he 

had believed that his dyslexia was the biggest challenge he faced. Now he understood 

that it was only one part of his story. 

The laughter had not defined him. The mistakes had not defined him. The 

difficult words had not defined him. What defined him was the strength he found every 

time he chose to try again. 

Paul picked up his books and walked out of the classroom. He knew there would 

be difficult pages ahead, but he was no longer afraid of them. He had learned that 

strength was not the absence of struggle. Sometimes, strength was simply having the 

courage to keep going while carrying it. 
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