S 2025 Volume 1 Issue 1 Gazette

Anchoring Seas and Minds
A Maritime Education Library Utility as Partners

Marivic R. Estoque
College of Fisheries and Marine Sciences, Zamboanga State College of Marine Sciences and
Technology, Zamboanga City, 7000, Philippines
Corresponding email: mrestoque@zscmst.edu.ph

Maritime education must now pinpoint challenges like rapid digitization,
international standards, and student well-being. Advocates argue that library utility
partnerships safeguard information literacy, support global and local research, and
anchor legitimate heritage. On the other hand, critics warn that focus on simulators
and e-learning marginalizes such partnerships. This essay reveals three concepts of
perspectives international, national, and local to assess the relevance of maritime
education-library collaborations and partnerships.

On the global stage, maritime education institutions frequently partner with
international bodies to ensure academic quality and access to advanced resources for
students. For example, MARINA’s renewed Memorandum of Understanding with the
International Association of Maritime Universities (IAMU) fosters international
academic exchange, workshops, and peer evaluation to elevate Philippine maritime
training to global standards (n.a, 2024). Through these collabs, maritime libraries can
integrate global curriculum, host international forums, and facilitate access to
worldwide research networks. Critics may dismiss library involvement as secondary,
but these partnerships show that libraries can centralize and disseminate international
best practices to the nation itself.

Bringing it to local context, the best concrete Philippine model is the University
of the Philippines Open University (UPOU)'s collaboration with MARINA to build
capacity for assessing maritime distance learning (n.a, 2023). This project not only
enhances online course delivery but relies on library-like systems for resource
curation, digital archiving, and quality assurance frameworks. People may argue that
distance learning platforms supplant libraries, but this partnership illustrates how
library utility underpins digital course content selection, management, and learning-
object structure. Far from being sidelined, libraries become the backbone supporting
remote maritime education.

At the grassroots level, Mariners Polytechnic Colleges Foundation (MPCF)
launched the Library for Safe Seafaring (L4SS), made possible by the Elsevier
Foundation, to directly support seafarers and students in Camarines Sur (UNLAD,
2025). Equipped with maritime safety texts, high-speed connections, and simulators,
L4SS blends traditional library roles with modern training tools. Critics who focus only
on simulators risk overlooking how integrated libraries—simulator hubs foster both
technical competence and regulatory understanding. L4SS demonstrates that libraries
aren’t in competition with technology. They enhance its meaningful usage.

Taking everything into account, maritime education-library partnerships
emerge not as relics, but as strategic assets across international, national, and local
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information literacy, ensure quality in digital education, and
ground advanced tools in heritage and safety knowledge. While critics lean toward
high-tech solutions, effective maritime education integrates library utility and does not
necessarily replace it. Partnerships rooted in collaboration strengthen the entire
system: students, seafarers, and institutions alike and acts as an anchor the maritime
future in knowledge, connection, and context.
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